Rehearsed Reading

In classroom situations, teachers often have students perform Reader's Theater.
In Reader's Theater, children have copies of the text in their hands while they
perform a short play or story for their classmates. The key is that the children
rehearse their text and practice reading it fluently before going in front of the
class. Gathering twenty neighborhood kids in your living room probably isn't
practical, but you can still use a similar strategy at home. Have your child choose
someone to read to, such as a younger sibling, a cousin or even your dog. Then
help him practice reading a text fluently so that he can read it confidently to his
chosen reading buddy. Again, texts with a strong rhythm can help a struggling
reader hear where the spoken emphasis should be, which can help him learn to
breathe in the right places and use the correct phrasing as he practices.




